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Abstract

Growing concerns about the impact of China’s rise on the development of global
democracy have risen in the international society. Existing studies mainly focused on the
impact of the “China factor” on Taiwan’s media and press freedom, but paid less attention
to how Taiwanese journalists respond. This article, based on survey and interview data,
attempts to provide a preliminary summary for Taiwanese journalists’ cognition, evaluation,
and resistance strategies towards China’s impact. It is found that Beijing-induced practices
such as self-censorship and embedded marketing are prevalent in Taiwan’s media sector.
Most journalists neither identified with nor accepted these practices. The strategies they took
to resist include everyday resistance, internal resistance, withdrawing from the company
or the media, and external resistance sequentially. Although the chosen strategy might be
affected by institutional factors inside or outside media organizations, they all originated
from the same intrinsic motivation — the beliefs in the profession of journalism. Hence, this
article suggests that Taiwan needs to build a defensive democracy mechanism based upon

value-laden “soft power,” in response to China’s aggressively expanding ““sharp power.”
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sharp power
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