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An Analysis of the Political Efficacy between

Taiwanese and Japanese: Comparison of Different
Political Parties in Power

Shu-Chen Kuo”

Abstract

People’s sense of political efficacy is the key source of the legitimacy of the
government in democratic countries. In East Asia, Japan and Taiwan are countries with a
high degree of freedom and democracy. They have both experienced the party alternation.
Does the political efficiency of the people increase simultaneously when party alternation
brings about the deepening of democracy? What are the factors having impact on the
sense of political efficacy of the Taiwanese and Japanese people is a topic worthy to
study. From the finding of past literature, political empowerment can be used to explain
the sense of political efficacy. The people who endorse the ruling party usually have
a higher sense of political efficacy. Therefore, this paper will study the effect of party
identification on political efficacy based on the theory of political empowerment, at the
same time analyze other explanatory factors including education, gender and age.

Through analysis of survey data, it is found that the Japanese people’s political
efficacy is lower than that of the Taiwanese people, and it is on a downwards trend. The
possible reason is that the public is dissatisfied with the performance of ruling party.
The political efficacy of the Taiwanese people has risen slightly, but it has not reached a
statistically significant level. In other words, the political efficacy of the Taiwanese and
Japanese people has not improved with the deepening of democracy, and it is a warning

for the quality of democracy in the two countries.

* Doctoral Student, Department of East Asian Studies, National Taiwan Normal University
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The influence of party identification is inconsistent between Taiwan and Japan. The
data of Taiwan shows that the people who support the ruling party have a higher sense of
political efficacy than those who support the opposition camp. This conforms to the theory
of political empowerment. However, the scenario in Japan is the opposite of Taiwan’s.
This research believes the reason behind is due the fact that Japan’s constitutional
system is a parliamentary system, and the opposition party still has a certain influence
on the formulation of policies. In terms of the influence of other variables, the age group
deserves attention. Younger generation tends to have a lower sense of political efficacy.
With Taiwan and Japan now facing an aging society, the overall political efficacy of the
public may be even lower in the future when the population of the older generation with

higher political efficacy gradually decreases.

Keywords: sense of political efficacy, political empowerment, party alternation
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